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Finishing Machine Tarp Cart

In mid-2017, Kerkstra Precast expanded from their 
Grandville, MI location into a 365,000 square foot facility  
in Trenton, MI, a suburb of Detroit. In that time, they have 
transformed the former home of Huron Valley Steel Corp 
into a vast precast facility by installing (1) 16’ wide x 500’ 
long double tee bed and (2) 15’4” wide self-stressing  
architectural flat slab beds, one measuring 260’ long and 
the other 180’ long. The flat slab beds were furnished by 
Weckenmann of Dormettingen, Germany, while Spillman 
Company provided the stressing frames and hanger plates. 
 
CPO machine for different dimensions  
 
To make themselves even more competitive in a fast-growth 
market, Kerkstra installed four different process improvement 
machines from Weckenmann.  For Kerkstra, Weckenmann de-
veloped one of the first double tee CPO machines in the 
world, with adjustable flange width from 11’ to 16’ wide, and 
adjustable stem brushes to provide for different stem depths.  
After transferring .dxf files via a thumb drive, the machine can 
operate in fully automatic mode to clean, oil, and plot the bed, 

plotting just on the horizontal surface of the form. The whole 
process only takes about 70 minutes—30 for cleaning, 10 for 
oiling, and 30 for plotting. To top it all off, the entire operation 
is completely dust free, using scrapers and brushes with a vac-
uum, making it fully compliant with the most recent OSHA sil-
ica dust standards.  Kerkstra is in the process of adding a 
modification to the CPO machine to allow for plotting on their 
flat slab forms as well.   
 
Investment in further machines  
 
Streamlining processes is everything for Kerkstra, so they have 
also purchased a strand-pulling bulkhead placement ma-
chine, a tarp roller with 2 tarps that measure 20’ wide x500’ 
long, and a finishing machine.  This machine has four func-
tions: power troweling, raking, brooming, and screeding. 
While good labor continues to be a challenge for the industry, 
these technological advancements can make a huge differ-
ence in moving precasters towards the future. Kerkstra is al-
ready there. �

American Precast Company  
invests towards the future 

Weckenmann Anlagentechnik GmbH+Co.KG, 72358 Dormettingen, Germany 
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Weckenmann Anlagentechnik GmbH+Co.KG 
Birkenstraße 1, 72358 Dormettingen, Germany 
T +49 7427 94930, F +49 7427 949329 
info@weckenmann.de, www.weckenmann.com 

Spillman Company 
1701 Moler Rd., Columbus, OH 43207, USA 
T +1 614 4442184 
www.spillmanform.com 

Kerkstra 
3373 Busch Drive, Grandville, MI 49418, USA 
 T +1 616 2246176, F +1 616 2242651 
info@kerkstra.com, www.kerkstra.com

FURTHER INFORMATION

Utility Cart (Strand pulling and bulkhead placing) CPO Machine

A new online module for Peikko Designer®, DELTABEAM SELECT makes predesigning slim 
floor structures a breeze. Just enter the values to fit the structures within the architecture 
and carry on with your 3D model. 

It’s both fast and accurate. And what’s best, it’s always up to date. Note that while you 
can save and print your plans, the final beam design and dimensioning is done by Peikko.

START DESIGNING NOW
WITH DELTABEAM SELECT

Get beam 
dimensions in 

5 minutes!

FAST OR 
ACCURATE?

WE SAY BOTH.

www.peikkodesigner.com/deltabeamselect
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